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larly careful not to include forms of treatment whose rationale has become
obscured by the dust of the passing years. As the retina participates not only
in diseases of a local character, but also in many systemic disorders, this
book will be of aid to the neurologist and internist as well as to the
ophthalmologist. -FREDERICK A. WIES
PENICILLIN, ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION. Under the General
Editorship of Sir Alexander Fleming. The Blakiston Co., Phila-
delphia, 1946. x + 380 pp. $7.
The physician of today may be somewhat bewildered in the face of the
vast current literature on penicillin and the conflicting views on methods of
administration, dosages, and indications. Dr. Fleming and his 28 associates
have now provided a most authoritative and yet practical guide-book concern-
ing the place of this agent in medicine. No one will deny that much remains
to be learned of penicillin and of its action, or that many of the present usages
must be regarded as provisional. Although details of practice are likely to
change, the fundamental principles which this volume stresses throughout seem
well established. The contributors emphasize throughout such considerations
as the importance of isolating the etiological agent and determining the sus-
ceptibility to penicillin of the particular strain involved.
The opening chapters are general in scope, and present the chemistry,
pharmacology, development and production of penicillin, the bacteriological
control of therapy, and methods of administration. The major part of the
book is concerned with clinical application, and the .material is so arranged
that the physician is likely to find the facts bearing on his special problem
conveniently in one chapter. To be sure, there are some points of disagree-
ment between British and American practice, such as the place of penicillin
in the treatment of surgical wounds, and the more conservative dosages advo-
cated in the book were often dictated by shortages rather than by a lack of
appreciation of the desirability of more intensive therapy. In essence, how-
ever, there is close agreement on fundamental issues, and this contribution
will doubtlessly meet with the wide acceptance it fully deserves.
M. TAGER
HARVEY CUSHING, A BIOGRAPiHY. By John F. Fulton.
Charles C Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1946. pp. xii + 754. $5.
This very excellent book clearly discloses the nature of many of the
ingredients which must be skillfully compounded if a truly great 'biography
is to be achieved, and all too few of the stories of medical rnen which have
appeared in the past two decades have had the benefit of a proper blending
of the necessary essentials.